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Cover Photo: With respect to flower diversity, the South-East Asian Aspidistra (Asparagaceae) is one of the 
most spectacular genera in Monocotyledons. However, the understorey plants develop their flowers more or 
less hidden close to the forest floor. Thus, the species diversity of this genus has been overlooked for a long 
time. Extended field research during the past decade revealed a lot of new species, especially in Vietnam. 
During recent field research in South Vietnam, Hon Ba Nature Reserve, Aspidistra truongii was found on Hon 
Ba Peak, 1500 m a.s.l. Photographed by Romana Rybkova. 
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