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Cover Photo: New species - Rohdea dracaenoides (Asparagaceae) was discovered recently in central Laos (Vientiane 
Province) during international expedition of U.S.A. National Geographic Society under leadership of Prof. Leonid V. 
Averyanov and Dr. Nguyen Tien Hiep. This plant has rather isolated taxonomical position and its finding essentially 
expands Sino-Japanese generic distribution in south-west direction. Described species represents ancient local endemism 
of karstic limestone formations. It grows on exposed vertical cliffs and rocky outcrops as obligate lithophyte of remnant 
table-like mesas at elevations between 1500 and 1700 m a.s.l. Plant has unusual attractive constitution and may be 
recommended for cultivation as outdoor ornamental plant in countries of subtropical climate. 
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