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Cover Photo: Taiwan field vole is an endemic species in Taiwan. Most of its congeners, Microtus spp., live 
in temperate latitudes. The species lives in the alpine meadows and forests, and interacts strongly with the 
local dominant herbaceous plants, Yu-shan canes. The foraging habits of the voles on Yu-shan canes in fact 
facilitate the asexual reproduction of canes. Taiwan field vole has been proposed to have a monogamous 
mating system, a rare find in mammals. Lee et al.’s study published in this issue provides new evidence, and 
argues that the mating system of the species is likely flexible depending on environmental conditions. 
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